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St. John Neumann parochial vicar one Jor the ages

BY LORI VAN INGEN
Staff Writer

The Rev. Paul Theisz —
new parochial vicar at St. John
Neumann Catholic Church
in Lancaster — was in- third
grade when he first heard the
call to the priesthood, but it
wouldn’t be until four more
decades had passed that he
followed that call.

After high school, Theisz
joined the U.S. Air Force in
1967. When he was discharged
3 years later, he worked as
a medical photographer and
audio-visual technician at a
hospital for three years.

“I had to have two extra
jobs to make ends meet, so I
thought I'd just go back to the
qervice ” Theiez <aid

But instead of the Air
Force, Theisz joined the U.S.
Navy, which, he said, had the
best program available for
him. He worked as an avia-
tion electronics technician
aboard the aircraft carriers
USS Constellation, USS Coral
Vincent and USS Ranger, all
of which spent time in the Pa-
cific. He retired in July 1991
as a first class petty officer.

By this time, Theisz’s par-
ents needed help — his father
had gone blind after a heart
operation — and he became
their primary caregiver.

He went to Arizona State
University to earn a degree
so he could substitute teach in
Tempe (Ariz.) School District
while caring for his parents,
Paul and Caroline Theisz. He
also did “casual work” for the
Phoenix post office.

While living in Arizona, the
Rev. Paul Theisz got to know
the local church and began
hanging out with the pastor,
hunting and camping togeth-
er.

“A lot of parishioners said
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